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Unto His Grace, the. Marqueſs of Tweeddale, His MA- 
FEST I/ES High Commiſſhoner, and the Remanent 
Honourable Eſtates of: Parliament, 
T>e SUPPLICATION 
The Brewers in EF dinburgh, Leith and Suburbs 
of the ſamen, and Sheriffdom of Mid-Lothian + 
2 "mn 4 ey 
Humbly ſheweth, | | 

Hat there being by the late AQ of Parliament an Additional Impoſi- 

tion of three pennies Scots, Impoſed upon each Pynt of Ale and Beer 

brown and vented within the Kingdom, and two ſhilling Scots upon 

| each Pyrit of ſtrong Wafers, by and attour two Merks of each Boll 

of Malt formerly payable to his Majrſty, and two permies upon each Pynt of 
Ale, payable to the Town of gdinburgh, and which Impoſition was appointed 
to endure and continue until the firſt of May 1695 Years; Albeit your Petitio- 
ners were at that time very ſcofible that the foreſaid aduitional Impoſition would 
be very grievous and heavy upon them, yet being very confident that his Sa- 
cred Majohty, and the Gonmwurnhle ROaroc oft Daigliamene would not allow the 
ſame to be continued upon them, beyond the time preſcribed by the 
foreſaid An: We did, with all duty and ſubmiſſion hitherto, and during that 
time, make punCual paywent of the ſame, albeit thereby ſeveral Brewers have 
been utterly ruined and broken, and many others of us in hazard of falling 
under the ſame Misfortune, by the great prejudice we have ſuſtained by the ſaid 
additional Impoſſition this twenty three moneths bypaſty And as we do hum- 
bly and confidently expe® to be liberat from the like Impoſition for the future, 
ſo we do humbly beg leave to repreſent to your Grace, and the Honourable 
Eſtates of Parliament theſe following Grounds, for clearing what great Preju- 
dice we have already ſuſtained thereby : And cenvincing your Grace, and the 
High and Honourable Court of Parliament, that it is fimply impoſlible for us 
to undergo ſuch an heavy and untollerable burden for the future, without in» 
evitable Ruine to our ſelves and Families, in caſe we ſhould continue to exer- 
ciſe our Trade and Employment of brewing as formerly. The Barley Beer 
having been for ſome years bygone, and preſently being ſold at or about ten 
merks, and the Impoſitiors payed by the Brewers thir twenty three Moneths 
bypaſt, amounting to fix werks- each boll of Barley Beer ſtands ſixteen merks, 
beſides which there is to be added, Houſe, Barn, Kill and Brewhouſe.rent, the 
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expenſes of Coal and Candle, mantaining of Horſes, Slaids and other Neceſ* 
ſars, and the great Charge of many Servants, brewing Looms &c. who are 
abſolutely neceſlarie for carying on an Brewarie, The Multure payed for 
Malt, beſides a great many inconveniencies which attend the grinding of Malt, 
and the having of many Servants; So that it may be truly ſaid, that every 
Boll of Malt coſts eighteen merks or thereby : And yet all that can be drawn 
or got of ſufficient two ſhilling Ale, ſuch as the Retailers or Vintners wiil 
take of their hand (conſidering the greatneſs of the Meaſure the Ventners do 
receive) is at moſt ſixteen (zallons of each Boll, the pryce whereof no Brewer 
can accompt more than fixteen ſhifings iFarl, conſidering that we give allow- 
ance of a Barrel to the ſcore, and of Drink-money , and all this is over and 
above the great hazard of inſolvent Debitors, and at the beſt of long out-ly- 
ing of our Money, and of ſpoiled and returned Ale, which very often falls out, 
eſpecially in hot weather, even without any fault of the Brewers, either by 
reaſon of Thunder, or the malice and evil will of the Tapſter. 

Secundo, We humbly crave Liberty to mynd your Grace and Lordſhips, 
that as the foreſaid Impoſition has been moſt prejudicial to your Petitioners, 
ſo likewiſe to all Heritors, afid ſuch who ſold Beer : For this muſt needs follow, 
that the Nobility and Gentry and others who uſes to ſell Beer cannot expeR ſuch 
a pryceas we would be encouraged to give for Beer, in caſe we were free of the 
foreſaid Impoſition,for ſuch Brewers as ſhal think fit to continue will in buying of 
Beer have ſome regard to, and conſideration of their own Advantage,as far as poſ- 
ſible, and of the preventing their own ruine. And further, if the Brewers, 
who are the Chief, ifnot the only Buyers do break ( as by what is above repre- 
ſented, it is clear they muſt ) then the Nobility and Gentry cannot expeR good 
payment, but muſt ſuffer loſs with them. 

Tertio, As it is the intereſt of the Heritors upon the forſaid accompt, That 


the forſaid Impoſition be not Renewed, ſo likewiſe upon the following, vis. 
T har thereby thersc wall Ls leſs oonfumption _T | Dec, ſor ſucly Drewers who 


ſal think fit to continue muſt needs make their Ale ſmaller. 

Quarto, We humbly crave Liberty to repreſent, that it ſeems very hard that 
We or the Beer ſhould be the great Fond of all Impofitions, and that others and 
other Commodities lefs favourable, and more able than Beer go free, ſeing it 
is conceived that as all perſons do ſhare proportionally in his Majeſties bounty 
and benign Government, So likewiſe ſhould they bear a proportional part of 
the burden; Whereas, as ſaid is, there are a great many Fonds, and Perſons 
much richer than your Petitioners, who have gone free this while by paſt, and 
if other Fonds and Perſons be ſtented proportionally, to what your Peti- 
tioners and the Beer is, there might bea very conſiderable Supply granted 
to his Majeſtie, | 

Puinte, Your Petitioners humbly crave Liberty to repreſent, that it like- 
wiſe would prove very prejudicial to His Majeſty to continue the ſaid Impoſi.. 
tion, feing, as ſaid is the Brewers will thereby inevitably be ruined, or give 
over their brewing, *in either of which cafes rhe Supply intended to be gran« 
ted to His Majeſty will not prove effeRual: for if they break, as bygone £x+ 
perience has demonſtrat, they daily do, they will brake with part tothe King, 
and if they forbear, then the Exciſe will not amount to what is expe&ed, 

Sexio, Seing that many of Us have at great Charge erected Stells for making 
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of Waters of our Dregg, and ſpoiled and returned Ale, for leſſening our Lofles 


in ſome meaſure, and that we have payed for our Dregg and ſpoiled and re- 
turned Ale, three Impoſitions, it ſeemed very hard that we ſhould have been 
obliged to pay for any Waters made of our Dregg or returned Ale, ſeing there- 
by we were made]yable for a fourth Impofition altogether intollegable, and 
it is hoped that it was not the meaning of the Parliament that'any ſuch thing 
ſhould have been formerly exaGted, far leſs ought to be continued, 

And leſt it ſhould be objctted againſt us, that Experience has taught that the 
foreſaid Impoſition has proven a good and effeftual Fond and Method for 
raiſing of Money, the {amen having been very readily and pleaſantly payed, 
and that the Prewers do continue inalſe good caſe as ever, and the Aleas ftron 
as formerly, and that the Heritors were never ſen{ible of any difference of the 
pryce of Bear, by reaſon of the foreſaid Impoſition, and that the Brewers may if 
rhey pleaſes raiſe the price of their Ale, or that the foreſaid Impoſition may be 
imp:.ſed upon the Retailers with advantage, buth tothe King and Brewers. We 
humbly crave Liberty to Repreſentz That (asfaidis) ſad Experience proves 
that the foreſaid Impoſition has not only obliged ſeveral Brewers to quite their 
E mployments,but even occaſioned their ruine & braking : and albeit ſome whoſe 
Stock or Credit was more conliderable, did continue to brew , by reaſon of the 
ſeverity of the Certification incaſe they left off, and that being ſurpriſed with 
fuchan A&, they had more than a years fore-hand Beer on their Hand, for 
which their Credit ſtood ingaged, ſo that they were neceſlitat to Prew at a= 
ny rate for keeping their Credit, and that they believed that the foreſaid Impas 
fition would be no older than twenty three Months, yet by what is before res 
preſented, it's hoped it isto a Demonſtration clear, that all along(t during the 
Exiſtance of that /mpoſition we did brew with a Loſs, andif it continue, we 
muſt all either Ruine or leave off our [mployment, to the prejudice both of 
His Majeſty and the Nobility and Gentry, @*c, And however, the great Ex- 


port of Beer which was the former year, might bave occaſioned the keeping up 
of the Price of Beer, yet the Experiance of many this year, and Reaſon may 


teach any thinking Perſon, that in caſe of ary ſubſequent plentiful Year, 
the Heretors mult ſuffer an great Abatement asto the Price of the Beer, or 0» 
therwiſ: be obliged to keep the ſawe upon their own hands, to their great loſs 
and detriment; Neither has it hitherto been poſſible for the Brewers, ( notwith- 
ſtanding of anexpreſs At of Council in their favours, of the date the 71h of 
September 1693, allowing them to highten the Price of Ale,) to get any great- 
er price for their Ale than what they got formerly, notwithſtar:ding of great 
Endeavours uſed by them for making the (aid Act effeQtual, and that by reaſon 
Ale isa very periſhing Commodity,ind that there axe too many different Brew - 
ers indifferent Circumſtances, and that our Countrey People are very poor, 
and that the Workemen and pooreſt of the Peopley and not the Gentry, are 
theſe who make the greateſt Conſumption of Ale, and albeit ſome have 
brewed als good Ale as formerly, yet that was occifioned by the Retailers their 
refuſing to retail any ſmalier Ale, and that the Ale as ſaid is, is a periſhing 
Commodity, admitting of no delay 1n retailing, and that they expected the 
foreſaid Impoſition would be but of ſmall endurance, and therefore brewed 
upon their own Stocks with loſs, 1n hopes that after elapſing of the twenty 
three Months they would be free, and that as faid is, the Brewers were obliged 
todiſpatch the Vidtuall they had in their bands at any Rate, for keeping their 
Creditz And it the Impoſition ſhould be laid upon the Ventners and Retails 
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ers, it would neither prove profitable to His Maj:fty, nor eafie to the Brew- 
ers, but will have the quite contrair Effe&: For it the Brewers ſhould be 
thereby ruined, then it cannot be but acknowledged that His Majeſty will be a 
Loſex, ſeing if the Brewing be the Fond of th: ſopoſi ion, and the Brewers 
break, the Impoſition muſt fail in conſequence, and that the Brewers will be 
ruined thereby, isclear from this, that the famen tho laid upon the Retailers, 
will affe& the Brewers, feivg the Ventners and the Retailers will buy Ale with 
reſpe& to the ſaid Impolition, in the ſame manner as the Brewers do buy from 
the Heretors, beſides that the Methods for making that way effcQtual, would be 
ſuch as would altogether ruine Brewers, confidering that as ſaid is, Ale is a 
periſhing Commodity, and cannot admit of any delay, eſpecially in Summer 
weather, and ſeing that it is hoped, that by whatis before and above repreſent- 
ed, it is clear, that your Petitioners ſtanding and talling depends upon 
the continuing or not continuing of the ſaid [mpoſition, and that we have 
been already at a very conſiderable Loſs. And that as the Land-rent is al- 
teady lyableto the payment of the greatelt part of all publick Burdens and Im- 
poſitions, and the great Impoſitions upon Beer and Malt, be1ng an unanſwer- 
able R-a(cn for leſlning the Price of the Beer, the ſame is by Curl quence an 
additional Impoſition upon th+ Lar:d-rent, and fo the Heretors and your Peti- 
tioners, areina manner the Chizf, if not only the perlons burdened hitherto 
with the payment of Suppliesz And which clears a greater incquality, theſe 
Heretors whoſe Rents are payable in Beer, and Barley do bear the'great Bur 
den of this additional l[mpofition, whereas other Heretors whoſe Rents are 
payable in Meal or Money, are lyable allennarly to an ordinary Proportion 
effeiring to the Land-rent, and to no part of the /mpoſitions impoſed upon 
Beer or Barley, which lyesſo heavy upon other Heretors, 


It is humbly craved, your Grace and Lordſhips would be pleaſed to 
take the Premiſſes and your Petitioners Caſe to your Conſideration, 


and would be pleaſed to lay ſuch Supplies as ſhall be found neceſlar to 
be granted to His Majeſty for carrying on the War,in which he is ſojuſt- 


ly engaged, upon other Fonds which are more able to bear them than 
Beer, and to fall upon ſome Method for making up your Petitioners Loſs 
ſuſtained by the Brewing this 23 Moneths bypaſt, and to free us from 
any ſuch Additional Lmpoſitions for the future, 


